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AH this is comprehended in the manner of proceeding of the
Bomans ... It is surprising to find amongst the "Romans
conduct so just, so moderate, and so wise, at a time when it
would seem that nothing but valour and ferocity was to be
expected of them. A people which treated war in so religious
a manner, established very solid foundations for its future
greatness." *

Vattel then states, that the declaration of war
sliould recite the subject of complaint for which arms ,
have "been taken up; and explains that war should
not be  carried on if, after it has been declared, the
enemy slionld offer equitable conditions of peace.f

Let xis inquire into a few recent instances of war-
like operations, and see how far they were undertaken
in contempt of these canons of international law.

In tlie Afghan war there was neither declara-
tion of war nor just cause of it, since the motive
assigned was the desire to meet and anticipate
Russian influence. The China war was undertaken
witliont a declaration, or a just cause of war, since it
arose from the attempt to enforce the introduction of
opium., a prohibited article, into China. This and
the Afglian war have been so much written about,
tliat it is sufficient here tolallude to them.

In 1858 an infuriated crowd attacked the British

* Vattel, book iii. chap, iv. sect. 51.

f Ibid, book iii. chap. iv. sect. 54. Grotius, liv. ii. chap. xxiv.
sect. 1; liv. iii. chap. iii.